School
to
School

1

VIDEO SCRIPT

Natural Surroundings

Index
1-Climate and landscapes in India 2-Access to water 3-Animals 4-Recycling and clean energy
5-Agriculture, markets and food 6-Climate action

1- Climate and landscapes in India
In this topic we’ll talk about the natural surroundings in India. We’ll talk about the environment, nature, the
climate, and natural resources, and we’ll get to know a little better the natural surroundings of the Indian school
which our exchange partners attend.
When we mention the climate, do you know what we’re referring to? The climate is the weather usually seen in
a place. It’s the set of atmospheric conditions in each region: temperatures, rain, humidity, wind, air quality…
Each region of the planet has its own climate, and the same thing happens in each area of a country.
What climate does Spain have? Do you think
we have the same climate in the whole of
Spain? Are the temperatures the same in
Andalucía and Galicia?
And now, let’s travel to India. Do you think
they have a single climate or does it vary by
region?

© Juan Alonso

Let’s visit a few of them:
In the north of India we have the Himalayas.
Its name comes from a Sanskrit word in which
hima means “snow” and Ālaya, “home”,
“place”. It’s the highest mountain range on
earth, and among its peaks can be found
Mount Everest, the highest mountain above
sea level on the planet. It’s very cold here
and it even snows.These mountains prevent the freezing and dry southerly winds from getting to India, which
is a mostly warm country.
India has coastal beach areas such as Goa and Chennai.
This last place, also known as Madras, was the first city where Vicente Ferrer arrived when he went to India for
the first time. It has a tropical climate: it’s warm and humid, and the temperatures often go up to more than
40°C in summer. The northeast monsoon creates rainfall between September and December.
But… do you know what the monsoon is? When we talk about the monsoon, we’re referring to winds that
produce torrential rain and severe flooding.
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In India there are other regions such as Kerala, with winding lakes and green landscapes. Kerala has a humid
and maritime tropical climate influenced by the heavy seasonal rains of the southeast monsoon in summer and
the northwest monsoon in winter. It has around 120 to 140 days of rain a year, which is why it’s so green.
Lastly, to the Rajasthan region. Here the climate is quite dry except during monsoon season, which is usually
between the months of July and August. This region houses the largest desert in India. The terrain is formed
by hills of rippling sand. Temperatures reach up to 52.8°C in July.
But this isn’t the only desert region in India. Do you remember what other region looks like a desert?
Anantapur, in the Andhra Pradesh state, is the home of the school with which we’re doing the exchange. The
climate is very dry; in fact, Anantapur is the second driest environment in all of India. Its climate is semiarid and
the land is rocky and dry. The two main seasons there are the dry season and the rainy season. Nevertheless,
just like in the rest of the world, the weather is changing due to climate change. Now it rains a bit more than
before, but when the rain comes it’s so torrential that it’s not good at all for the earth.

2- Access to water
In Anantapur it rains very little, but when it does rain, it comes down very heavy, causing flooding. Do you
think they might have problems with drought or water access?
In this area the seasons are different to the ones we have in our country. They have summer, winter and the
monsoon season. Summer lasts from March to June, the monsoon from July to October and the winter from
November to February. The problem is that the rainy season is very short in Anantapur and the dry one very
long, which causes desertification. Around a quarter of India’s territory is turning into a desert and this is
affecting farmlands and thousands of people who depend on agriculture.
If the rains don’t come and the crops are bad, many families are forced to leave their homes to look for work
in big cities. The problem is that, if they manage to find work, the jobs are often very hard and very poorly
paid. What’s more, without money it’s not at all easy to find a place to live in cities so full of people.
To encourage crop planting on this land, one of the resources used is the construction of reservoirs, which
allow rainwater to be conserved, increasing the water levels underground and providing for the wells on
which thousands of farmers depend.
To guarantee that this water is taken advantage of, sprinklers and drip irrigation systems are used in
hundreds of crop fields. Do you know how drip irrigation works? It’s a way of watering in which the water
reaches the plants and crops through dripping tubes.
We’ve seen that it rains very little in Anantapur. Being a region so scarce in water, would you say there are a
lot of trees?
There aren’t many forests in the Anantapur district, and this is a real problem because trees are essential for
improving living conditions. Trees store water in the earth when it rains and bring it out when there’s a
drought; they make the land more fertile by improving soil quality; and, in addition, they help fight against
pollution.
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Forests act as a sponge by absorbing rainwater, which is filtered towards rivers and reserves of subterranean
water. That’s why it’s important to keep forests full of trees.
The reforestation plan includes several different types of species, depending on the land. On private
farmable land, fruit-bearing trees, such as the mango tree, are planted. By contrast, government forest land
is replanted with trees resistant to drought and water scarcity, such as the pongamia and the castor. Have
you ever planted a tree?

Where we live, having drinking water
available is easy: turn on the tap and
there you go. But in Anantapur it’s not
so easy for everybody. Many families
don’t have running water at home; they
have to go fetch it at wells and
fountains. This water is used for
drinking, cooking and bathing.
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Besides invigorating reforestation,
it’s important to use water efficiently.

Did you know that in India, girls and
women spend a great deal of their time
getting firewood and water for their
home? Women and girls in rural India
spend a great deal of their day
fetching firewood to cook and clean water to drink and to do the housework for the whole family. And what
about you? Do you help out at home? Who does the majority of housework? And who sees to taking care of
siblings and older grandparents?
In India, less than half the people have access to safe and drinkable water. Consuming non-potable water is
a very serious problem, since it can cause diarrhoea and other much more serious illnesses.
Washing your hands often is important in order to not get sick. For example, during the coronavirus
pandemic we were reminded of how important it is to wash our hands well with water and soap and
hydroalcoholic gel.

3- Animals
In India, just like here, there are families that have pets like dogs, cats… Do you have any pets?
One of the most characteristic things about this country is that animals such as cows, pigs or monkeys roam
freely around towns and cities, instead of being on farms as they are here.
Rural families that work with livestock keep oxen, goats, buffaloes, sheep and lambs.
Are you familiar with all of these animals? Oxen, for example, help rural families carry out tasks in the field,
and are also used as transport. They get milk from the buffaloes, goats or cows, and the excrement serves
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as fertilizer, which they can use on their own fields.
These domesticated animals suffer during droughts. They don’t have water to drink and there often isn’t
enough grass to feed them.
But are these the only animals in India? Do animals vary according to the climate and countryside? Let’s go
back to the places we’ve visited:
On the high peaks of the Himalayas the tundra predominates. The meadows of the Himalayas are home to the
snow leopard, an endangered species. There are many reasons for which animals become endangered, such as
the destruction of their natural habitat,
poaching, pollution, deforestation (the
disappearance of forests due to trees
being cut down) or climate change,
which are the consequence of human
actions.

The deserts of Rajasthan are where one
of the last populations of the Asian lion
exists in the wild.
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The pastures of the Terai belt are home to
the Indian rhinoceros.

It’s also possible to see camel races,
preferably when the sun has gone down
and the warm sand begins to cool off.
There are also skillful predators like the royal Bengal tiger and the Indian leopard; herbivores such as the
Asian elephant and the Indian rhinoceros; the mischievous Nilgiri langur and colourful birds such as the
blue-winged parakeet or the Indian peacock that live in the forests and and meadows of India. Did you know
about all of these animals? Which one do you like the most?

4- Recycling and clean energy
Do you know what recycling is? It plays a part in our day-to-day lives and makes us check, when it comes time to
throw out waste, if we’re dealing with plastic packaging, glass jars, paper or organic matter. In India the
government is putting forth a campaign to reduce plastic residue. People don’t actually use more plastic than they
do here, but with so many people and little tradition of cleaning up litter or recycling, a great amount of waste is
generated, and it eventually arrives to the ocean every year or ends up in mountains and mountains of rubbish.
The main rivers of India, such as the Ganges and the Brahmaputra, transport tons of plastic to rivermouth, polluting
rivers and seas. The animals who eat it get sick. Single-use plastics are becoming less and less common, just as
types of energy that don’t pollute the planet are becoming more common.
For example, what if the same sun that dries out crops could be turned into the most powerful tool against
desertification?
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With the aim of providing the necessary energy for the operation of drip irrigation, solar panels are being installed.
This way, the dependence on rainfall for crops is reduced. Before, many families only had the option of growing
peanuts since they depended on the rain, which was scarcer and scarcer every year. Now, thanks to the solar
panels, which supply energy for drip irrigation, they can diversify their crops. Mangoes are the most cultivated fruit,
but also of note is the chikoo (a tropical
fruit), plums, watermelons, or guava as
an alternate crop to peanuts.
The benefits of using solar panels go
beyond saving on water consumption.
Before, it was necessary to carry water
from very far away. People take
advantage of the sunlight to work, from
nine in the morning until six in the
afternoon. The hotter the sun gets, the
more energy is generated to water the
fields. And this way people depend
neither on electricity nor rain.

5- Agriculture, markets and food
In Anantapur, where the Vicente Ferrer Foundation works, most families work in agriculture, even though it
rains very little, meaning the harvests are sometimes bad. Fruits, vegetables and pulses that people plant
need water to grow. Many families have trouble working the land because it’s dry and rocky. A good harvest
assures access to food for the whole family.
Did you know that most women around the world work in farming even if they’re not the owners of the land?
Having good land to cultivate or for animals to graze is very important to having food. In many societies
women and girls aren’t able to have anything of their own (except for jewellery and dresses), but the boys
and men can.
In the region of Anantapur the families depend especially on the peanut, the main crop of the area, given
that it withstands a climate with little rain and high temperatures. Besides its nutritional value, oil and butter
is also obtained from peanuts. In India peanut oil is very popular for cooking. The problem is that if people
always grow the same thing, the quality of the land becomes poorer and poorer.
That’s why it’s being promoted that farmers include new species among their crops, species that also adapt
to the climate of the region, such as tomatoes, bananas or mangoes.
All of these products can be found in different local markets. What products do we have available in our
markets? Can we buy local products or products from any part of the world?
The aroma of flowers in the markets of India is intoxicating, along with the vivid colors of the spices and the
silk cloth with thousands of patterns. But we can also find there all kinds of fruits and vegetables that are still
weighed on old scales. There are also stands with flower petals, samosas or delicious fruit juices, and others
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where people sell the vegetables they’ve grown on their land.
Have you ever been to an Indian restaurant? The cuisine is mainly vegetarian, based on rice, vegetables,
and dairy products. It’s a cuisine in which spices are highly present. The most well-known Indian spice is
curry, which is actually not a single spice, but rather a mix of many ground spices such as turmeric,
coriander, cinnamon, cumin, mustard seeds, and much more.

In India, many people are vegetarian, and
only eat vegetables. Hindus never eat beef,
which is the meat of the cow. The Muslim
community, on the other hand, eats beef but
not pork. There are other communities that
do eat it, just like with wild boar, lamb or
chicken.

© Albert Uriach

Spices were invaluable in trade five
hundred years ago and merchants from
around the world travelled to India in search
of new spices with which to do business in
Europe. One of the main traits of Indian food
is that it’s very spicy. Do you like spicy food?
Do you know any spicy dishes?

6- Climate action
Why do you think it’s important to talk about the environment? Nature is essential to living and we have to take
care of it and protect it. Everything we do has consequences not only in our surroundings but also in other
places around the planet. That’s why we have to take care of the environment and people in order to live in
surroundings of peace, equality and social justice.
It’s very important to fight against climate change and promote sustainable livelihoods.
In rural India people work in sustainable development thanks to reforestation; that is, planting trees and
varying crops so that the earth has more nutrients. By doing so, they’re contributing to curbing desertification
in the region. With the building of reservoirs, drip irrigation, powered by clean energy, makes efficient use of
the little water available. In addition, the products sold at local markets are from local farmers.
Do you think that rural India is the only place where sustainable development needs to be implemented? We
have to do it here as well, from our house or surroundings. Here are a few ideas:
• Take care of and keep your clothes. If they’re too small, give them to someone else who could
use them. You not only save money, but also water, soil, and raw materials. We prevent chemicals and
pesticides from hurting rivers, soil and wildlife, and we cut down on the use of fossil fuels.
• Try not to use single-use glasses, plates and plastic cutlery when you’re away from home, and do the
food-shopping with reusable bags.
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• Reduce your purchase of school supplies, and of paper as well. You’ll save forests, water, and energy.
And use the blue container. Paper and used cardboard can be used to produce paper again.
• Buy only what you need and don’t waste food. More than 30% of the food produced around the world
ends up in the rubbish. With what’s thrown away, the entire current population of the Earth could be fed.
• Eat real foods. Avoid, when possible, finished and pre-cooked products (if they have unpronounceable
ingredients, ask yourselves if they’re real foods).
• Encourage your family to use the car less. Walk, bicycle, or use public transport or a shared vehicle.
• If you’re not going to use them, disconnect the television, computer and other electronic devices.
• Turn off the tap when you brush your teeth and in the shower, as you lather up.
• Don’t use the toilet as a wastebasket: it pollutes lakes and rivers, causing health problems for living
beings both marine and human.
• Whenever you notice a leak in a tap at home or at school, ask for it to be repaired. A leaky tap can
waste more than 11,000 litres of water a year.

«This publication has been carried out with the financial support of the Agencia Española de Cooperación
Internacional para el Desarrollo (AECID) in the framework of the project “Un mundo, 17 retos. Acercando
la Agenda 2030 y los ODS a la comunidad educativa”. Its content is the exclusive responsibility of the
Vicente Ferrer Foundation and does not necessarily reflect the opinion of AECID».

